

This year’s coveted Morshead Trophy has been presented to the parish of All Saints Wyke Regis in recognition of its outstanding funding raising efforts for the annual Ride + Stride event. The Morshead Trophy is presented annually to the parish that raises a large total in sponsorship but also shows evidence of a strong community for its church.  Wyke Regis demonstrated exceptional commitment and success in raising funds (£2,532) and remarkable community spirit -– not only has it become a centre for the local community but it has also welcomed and helped Ukrainians who escaped the war to find refuge and new lives.
At a very well attended gathering held in the church His Honour David Grant, Chairman of Dorset Historic Churches Trust thanked the parish for hosting the event and said it was a very happy occasion. “It is a particular pleasure that Wyke Regis should be the recipients of the Morshead Trophy this year because it has, over the past few years, been stalwart participants in Ride + Stride.”
The Trust was particularly fortunate this year that Colin Weston, Deputy Lieutenant of Dorset, was able to present the trophy and he congratulated all involved on their impressive achievement.  “On all counts All Saints are worthy winners. It is so important to look after the fabric of ancient buildings and keep them live and open for today’s and future generations,” he said.   
Jeff Thomas, Wyke Regis Church Representative for Ride + Stride, thanked Colin Weston and the Trust and said that he was happy to accept the award on behalf of everyone at All Saints and the wider parish of Wyke Regis. “Dorset Historic Churches Trust is a wonderful organisation that helps to keep the county culturally and socially connected and a beautiful place to live in. At its heart the Trust protects something irreplaceable: our historic churches, many of which are centuries old and serve not only as places of worship but as anchors of community life. This feels like a very nice reward indeed for all our efforts, not just in 2025 but since 2021 when we first accepted the Ride + Stride challenge. Thanks go to all the cyclists, walkers, those who helped with the tower tours and cake baking and everyone who sponsored our efforts – it really does incentivise us on the day and makes a huge difference to the grant awarding capabilities of the Trust.”
David Grant added, “This is an outstanding achievement for Wyke Regis, whose community enthusiasm and commitment have delivered an exceptional fundraising result.  We hope it will encourage many parishes to take up the Ride + Stride challenge this year on Saturday 12 September. As Jeff Thomas mentioned in his acceptance speech, if you enjoy visiting churches and like maps and cake, Ride + Stride ticks the boxes!” 
Ride + Stride is the Trust’s single largest fundraiser.  Each year, participants are sponsored to visit as many churches as possible on foot, bike, horseback or any form of travel to raise vital funds for the preservation and repair of Dorset’s historic churches and chapels.  Half of the money raised is returned directly to the participating parish, with the remainder supporting DHCT’s county-wide grants programme. 
For information about taking part in Ride + Stride on 12 September 2026, sponsoring or volunteering at a church on the day, please visit Dorset Historic Churches Trust website www.dhct.org

